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Profile….. 
Joan Gootherts – In Her Own Words 

I was born in San Francisco.  I won’t tell you the year.  
I’ll just tell you that Charles Lindberg made the headlines 
that year….I didn’t. 

My mother, Evelyn, was born in Sydney, Australia, in 
1891, her parents having emigrated to there from 
Denmark.  My father, Jacob Flowerman, was born in 
Warsaw, Poland, in 1884.  He emigrated to New York 
when he was 7. 

You may ask how these two people living lives a world a 
part ever crossed paths.  This is a story worthy of a 
screenplay but it is, unfortunately, a story for another 
time.  I’ll be glad to tell you, my friends.  Just ask me. 

Fast forward.  Love walked in and my parents were 
married in Sacramento.  The year was 1920 and they took 
up residence in San Francisco … the city they loved.  Dad 
was in line for a judgeship in New York and was also 
offered the presidency of the City of Hope in Duarte, 
California, but he declined both to live in San Francisco. 

My brother Rob, five years my senior, was always my 
protector and I was devastated when he passed away two 
years ago.  I lived a typical child’s life in San Francisco.  
My brother defended me on the streets when he wasn’t 
rolling me down a hill in a rubber tire or enlisting my help 
to sell magazines in the neighborhood or giving me 
driving lessons on The Embarcadero. (I became aware 

later that most people are taught to drive in a vacant 
parking lot!) 

I graduated from high school, worked a few different jobs, 
and had a brief six months of community college.  
Playtime was tennis, poor quality ice skating, knitting, 
sewing, and time devoted to a service organization. 

In 1951 I went to Australia for a calculated 3 months stay 
with mother’s family.  Eight months later I sadly left a 
boyfriend and my Australian family for home.  My boss 
had held my job all that time and wanted me back.  By 
then I had an Aussie accent.  I loved Sydney but I also 
missed my U.S. family. 

Three weeks later I met my future husband at our first 
cousin’s engagement party.  Our cousin’s engagement 
didn’t last but Jerry and I did–for 37 years.  We were 
engaged within 4 months.  We married in 1953 and 
initially lived in Redwood City, where our two wonderful 

sons were born. 

We bought a home in Sunnyvale when the boys were five 
and seven.  We had a wonderful life there.  You know the 
routine with kids in school: PTA health and welfare 



 

chairperson, storytelling-reader to primary grade children, 
instructional aide to teachers, membership chairperson.  
All of this led to a secretarial job in the front office. 

Son Paul graduated from UC Berkeley in computer 
science and math.  He’s in his 26th year at HP in 
Cupertino and still loves it.  John graduated with honors in 
Motion Picture Television from UCLA and is working on 
his first novel.  We’re hoping that publishing it won’t be 
as difficult as screenplay writing.  

Jerry and I moved to Grass Valley in 1988.  He loved it 
here but sadly succumbed to heart failure in 1990.  He 
spent many years in aerospace and when a heart attack 
slowed him down in 1975 we decided to open a small 
coffee bean and tealeaf business in Town and Country, 
Sunnyvale.  It was quite a departure for a missiles and 
space engineer and a school secretary but we walked the 
Embarcadero in S.F. and learned the business from the 
importers. 

Soon after we moved to Grass Valley I started 
volunteering at both Alta Sierra School and Hennessey 
School.  But it soon became time for a new challenge.  I 
answered an ad for a receptionist at the Senior (now 
Community) Center and found a niche.  Or so I thought.  
When Jill Sonnenberg wrote a grant to develop a 
computer learning center I was fascinated by the idea.  Jill 
persuaded me to attend the organizational meetings but I 
didn’t consider myself computer literate enough to be 
much help.  After all, “I had a Macintosh.”  Jill snatched 
Mitch Bain from the Nevada City Library where he was 
teaching and he became program coordinator, along with 
Don Tweedie.  Sallie Faulkner co-chaired and later 
chaired the Administrative Committee.  Sallie persuaded 
me to co-chair that committee with her and I soon became 
hooked.  I believe in the program, and I learned that when 
you see a student’s light go on when he or she “gets it”, it 
feels great!  The students energize me.  I also believe in 
the purpose of the Community Center as a whole and the 
services they provide the community 

When I’m not user grouping or seminaring or trying to 
decipher computer stuff, my interests are in Civil War 
history, the pioneer movement west, and the middle east 
cradle of civilization.  I love theatre and good movies, 
music, interesting lectures on various subjects, the high 
Sierra and all the photographic opportunities.  Fred 
Astaire and Karen Ziemba (Broadway) are favorites as is 
all dance, and most classical music and musical comedy.  
Real estate and the financial markets interest me as well.  
I enjoy great conversation, entertaining friends and 

family, traveling, watching football, and just plain 
visiting. 

Without Joan, the GCCLC would probably have to go 
without seminars or user group meetings.  She 
coordinates the presenters and subjects, signs people in 
and collects the fees, publicizes the events, and much 
more.  And she is a valuable member of the Coordinating 
Council, freely volunteering for other jobs too.     Editor 

-----oOo----- 

Seminars and User Groups… 
We Need Your Help! 

The GCCLC leadership makes decisions about what 
seminar and user group subjects should be presented 
based on 1) what skills they think the attendees need to 
develop, and 2) what subjects they think will be 
entertaining and fun.  As you might expect, the only way 
to assess whether they have been right or not is the 
attendance figures.  Some are well attended and some are 
not. 

Now, we want you to have a greater say in what seminar 
and user group subjects are selected.  Following is a 
sampling of past seminar and user group subjects.  We 
would like you to let us know whether you would like to 
have any of these repeated or whether there are other 
subjects not on this list you would like to have scheduled. 

Please!  These events are for you.  Won’t you help by 
telling us what you would like to know about? 

Please email your suggestions to: 
publicity1@goldcountrycenter.org  



 

Some Past Seminars: 

Photo Projects For Your Computer 
Turbo Tax 
A Crash Course in Genealogy 
Print Shop 
Improve Your Relationship With Your Computer 
Removing the Crap (your may prefer "junk") From Your 
Computer 
Picture Perfect 
Paint 
Greeting Cards and Other Projects 
In Time For the Holidays - Buying On-Line 
Protecting Your Computer From Disaster 
Multimedia - Video and Sound 
Editing Your Pictures 
Improve Your Relationship With Your Computer 

Some Past User Groups: 

Software You Gotta Have 
Weekly Computer Maintenance 
Googling 
Install a Firewall and Test It 
Spyware 
Your Computer - The Inside/Outside Story 
Service Pac 2 Warning 
Word Perfect 
Photo Projects 
Turbo Tax 
Websites 
Scared Of Surfing the Net?? 
Master Gardening and Landscape - Website Research 
Many Ways to Share Your Photographs 

-----oOo-----  

Photo of the month 
Submitted by Carol Kuhwarth 

 Carol Kuhwarth has submitted this nice photo of 
Wyoming’s Teton Range with the Snake River in the 
foreground.  Thanks Carol! 

Send your photos (minimum size 600 x 600 pixels) to the 
editor <publicity1@goldcountrycenter.org>, and include a 
brief explanation of your photo.  

-----oOo----- 

Tech Tips  
Submitted by: Mitch Bain 
Some computers, come with Microsoft Works 8 
installed.  This software includes a word processor, 
which I call Works Word, plus database & 
spreadsheet. 

Some computers, including GCCLC’s, also have 
Works Suite 2005 which includes Works 8 plus 
Microsoft Word 

If you have Works Suite and want to access the 
Works Word processor, here's the procedure: 

• Click Start > Search. 
• Select the "All files & folders" option. 
• Enter wkswp in the search box. 
• After the search completes there should be a 

half dozen hits. Select WksWp.exe and drag & 
drop it to the desktop as a shortcut. (Use the 
right mouse button if you're not sure.) 

• Close the Search box. 
• Right-click the icon and rename it Works Word. 

Drag it to one side of the desktop. 
• Click Start > All Programs. 
• Double-click the Works folder to open it. 
• Drag & drop the icon into the folder. 
• Double-click the icon to test it.….. 

Have a favorite tip? 
Email it to the editor at 

publicity1@goldcountrycenter.org  

 

GCCLC Marketplace 

Ed Patterson has two new printer cartridges 
that he can’t use.  They are HP 51629A and 
will generally work on 600 series DeskJets.  
They are free to anyone who can use them.  
Contact Ed at  432-4245. 



 

Sierra Singles   
Submitted by Carol Griffis 

The singles group meets the second Wednesday of each 
month at the Community Center.  

The group is very informal.  There are no by-laws or set 
rules.  We just have a fun time meeting new people and 
participating in casual activities.  Many of our activities 
include breakfasts and lunches as a group.  New activities 
are announced during meetings and sign up sheets are 
passed around for participation. 

We invite you to join this social group.  For more 
information contact Carol at (530) 272-0593 

-----oOo----- 

February Events 
January User Group meeting….. 

Thursday, February 16 (9:00 – 11:00) 

"Your Digital Camera" 

Presented by Mitch Bain 

All you want to know about digital cameras………. 

• What are all the options 
• How does a digital camera differ from a film 

camera 
• How do I transfer the pictures to my computer 
• What do I do about the software; do I use software 

that comes with the camera 
• How do I print the pictures 

In the second hour we will have a panel of techies aboard 
to answer your general computer-related questions and 
concerns.  We welcome your ideas as well. 

User Group meetings are open to everyone.  There is 
no fee, but there is a suggested donation of $1. 

February Seminar….. 
Wednesday, February 22 (1:00 - 4:00) 

"Photoshop Elements, Version 3 & 4" 

Presented by Mitch Bain 

Elements is a “short” but very powerful version of 
Photoshop CS.  This application allows you to instantly 
fix common flaws, quickly retouch specific areas, perform 
advanced editing, enhance photos and create composites, 
add text and graphics, and much more.  Mitch will tell us 
all about it! 

Seminar fees are $10, single and $15, double.  ($5 for 
GCCLC volunteers.) 

-----oOo----- 

General Information and Contacts  
Website – www.gcclc.org  

Phone number for general information - 273-0497  
For seminar and user group information and sign- 
up:  

Call Joan at 273-6955 or,  
Email seminar1@gcclc.org  
The Community Center at 273-4961 can  
also sign-up you up for seminars.  

For course registration:  
Call Carol at 273-3029 or,  
Email admin1@gcclc.org  
You can also register online at our Website.  

For volunteer information:  
Call Karen at 470-0270 or,  
Email ed2@gcclc.org  
You can also volunteer online at our Website.  

For free computer labs, sign up online at  
www.gcclc.org/cgi-bin/labcal.pl

 
“Bits & Bytes is published on the first of each month by the Gold Country 
Computer Learning Center, Dick Mooney, Editor.  If you have news or an 
announcement you would like to see included, please send it to the Editor 
at publicity1@gcclc.org or 478-0156.”  


